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uxcerpts fron ARAKI, Sadao Interrogation, 11 February 1946, 


Q. “hen I was here on the 7th of this month, I asked you 
this question: (Reading) «"Then I understand that when 
you ure Minister of ‘Jar you attended these meetings 
put when you were Minister of Education later, you did 
not attend the meetings concerning foreign affairs", and 
you ansvered xs follows: (Reading) "During my tenure of 
office as “ar Minister there were very few of these 
mectings to the best of my recollection, but during the 
tine I held office as Ninister of iduantion these matters 
vere usunlly discussed et the usual cabinct meetings held 
once a veek",. Do you remember those ansrers? 


Yes. When I ‘as ifinister of [ducation, I did not »ttend 
these meetings. If » question rogearding foreign policy 
came up, this would be discussed et the usual cabinet 
meetings. 


And you were appointed Minister of Education in Hay, 1938, 
and held thet position until August 29, 1989, and I 
understand then thet important mitters concerning foreign 
affairs vere Giscussed at full cabinet meetings during 
that period? 


At one time the Promicr requesied SUUTSUGU, Nobumasa who 
vos Home Minister, and myself to confor with him on the 
Shinn question. It ins decided to hold these meetings 
regularly but as my views and SUETSUGU's vievs differed 

so widely ond tre could not agree, it was decided after the 
sceond meeting to hold no more. I do not know whether 

3U:' TSUGU was requested to attend this meeting as Home 

Min‘ ster or es an Admiral. 


That is gUZTSUGU who is dead nov, who was Minister for 
Home Affrirs? 


Yes. 

I assume thet the Prime Minister was the one who decided 
what foreign sffairs vere important enough to discuss 

in the full cabinet meetings, is thet correct? 

Yes, thet is correct. 


Did the Foreign Minister evor bring up a question as to 
foreign affairs for the full cabinet meeting to discuss? 


Yes the forcign minister vould also have to bring up the 
question xt full meetings. 


And did the ‘'*r i'‘inister bring up such questionrs bete~ 
the fvll crebinct nectinzs? 


is *ite*+>s dnrine the China incident, and the “'ar nnd 
Yevy Hinisters vere deeply concerned, they rould olso 
bring vp such questions before the full enbinet. lomver, 
metters of vrent importrnece to the foreign office, the 

“ap end Nevy ond FPinenee l'inistries, ‘ere usurlly not 

rut before the full enbinet meetings as interference by 
other wiaisters vrs not relished 1nd mitters were usuclly 
discussed by the respective ministers dircct ‘ith the 

Pri: Minister, 


Thet seems to contrrdict "hat you snid up to nor. Do lI 
uaderstr1d then thet the fvll erbinet hrs nothing to do 
with decisioas mde? 


Yes, the fvll cnbiact "ins conccrned “ith decisions mode, 
he four principnl ministers wentioned previously, 

i4nister Aaceided on » linc of policy, this 
rushea through the exbinct in spite of opposition, 


If thore wes opposition in the erbinet to 4 decision mde 
by these four vould 1 vote be taken on the question 
submitt.d* 


No, » vote vould not be necesssry. The Prime }finister 
ronld recucst opinions from the other members, tut nen he 
hod doetced, the menrsure ‘ns put through. If thet becrne 
impossible, the enbinet ‘ould rall, or the member opposing 
any mensure up for discussion ‘ould resign. 


